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THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM OF THE KINGDOM OF THE 

NETHERLANDS AS PER OCTOBER 10, 2010 

 

Country Curacao, country St. Maarten and the BES islands 

As announced in our Information Bulletin No. 1 of September 2, 2010, the Netherlands 

Antilles as a country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands has indeed ceased to exist 

on October 10, 2010.  

On that same date, the country Curacao and the country St. Maarten came into existence 

under the new Charter of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, whereas the island territories 

of Bonaire, Saba and Statia on 10-10-2010 became overseas parts of the Netherlands, 

and, all 3 together, are now referred to as the “BES islands”, or the Caribbean part of the 

Netherlands. 
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